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REMARKS 

Li claim 1 of the application at lines 6-7 the applicant claims that each cut runs between 
an adjacent pair of ribs. 

The structure of the applicant's foldable support device is different from the Amatangelo 
reference in that in Amatangelo the foldable support device has plastic panels (12) formed of 
parallel sheets (14, 16) separated by longitudinally spaced, parallel ribs (18) and wherein the 
panels are foldably, hingedly attached by a cut (40) in one of the sheets (14). 

In the applicant's claim there are upper and lower sheets with parallel ribs between the 
upper and lower sheets. The linear cut is parallel to and between adjacent ribs from one side of 
the upper sheet to the other side of the upper sheet. 

As shown in Amatangelo in Fig 6 the cut 40 is not be between adjacent ribs. The cut 40 is 
across the ribs 218. The cut is semicircular through the ribs such that the cut out portion of the 
ribs act as foldable hinges as shown in Fig. 5 where a portion 260 of the rib remains to provide an 
arcuate hinge 240. 

The applicant uses a cut on the top sheet only. The cut is parallel to the ribs and does not 
cut into them to provide an arcuate hinge as Amatangelo does. 

The applicant believes that claim 1 is not obvious in view of Amatangelo since the 
structure is different. Amatangelo teaches arcuate hinges made from the rib material to give 
strength to the hinge. The applicant in claim 1 relies on the hinge being only of the bottom sheet 
of material, between adjacent ribs, such that the ribs play no structural part in the hinge. As seen 
in Fig. 2 of the application the cuts are all in the top sheet. The bottom sheet between the ribs acts 
as the hinge. Since the cut is between to adjacent parallel ribs the ribs do not interfere with each 
other when the foldable support device is being folded. 

Amatangelo teaches away from the structure of the applicant's claim and therefore the 
applicant's claims are not obvious in view of Amatangelo. 

It was not previously appreciated that a hinge could be made by using the bottom sheet 
between two adjacent ribs after the top sheet was cut between the adjacent ribs. 

Therefore the applicant believes that claim 1 of her application is allowable over the prior 
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